The Rights and Democracy Delegation at Mount Allison University Presents:

Human Rights: A Gendered Perspective

An Undergraduate Conference

This year, in conjunction with our university’s Canadian Studies Department, The Rights and Democracy Delegation at Mount Allison will be organizing a Gender Issues conference that will be hosted at Mount Allison University on March 10th and 11th.  

This unique conference will explore three themes pertaining to gender-sensitive human rights issues: 

· Canadian Aboriginal women’s experiences 

· Reproductive rights 

· Gender and warfare 

Using a simulation style format, participants will engage in discussion workshops led by specialists. 

The format will be as follows: A moderator will begin the session with an introduction to the topic in order to familiarize audience members with the material to be discussed. The student panelists will then present their research and their proposals to be followed by a moderator-led discussion on the issue at hand. In these discussions, students will be asked to represent the interests and needs of specific and predetermined political and cultural identities (much like in the Model UN). Our Delegation hopes that students participating in these simulations will be able to incorporate their coursework from this term or from previous terms into the conference by submitting research papers, essays and articles relating to the four above themes. The submitted work will go through a student, peer-review process and will be incorporated into the discussion workshops. 

We hope that all participants not only have the chance to present their research, but that they enthusiastically engage in a dialogue with their peers. There will also be other entertaining activities outside the workshops offered for the conference participants throughout the weekend such as a documentary screening and a benefit concert. 

The end goal of the conference is to produce policy proposals in hopes of improving how our local, provincial, federal and international decision-makers approach gendered issues. 
	Schedule of Events: Human Rights: A Gendered Perspective*


	Friday, March 10 


	Time
	Event Description

	1:30-2:00pm
	Opening Remarks by Mount Allison University Rights and Democracy Delegation and Dr. Andrew Nurse, Director of the Centre for Canadian Studies

	2:00-4:00pm
	Session #1: Aboriginal Women’s Experience in Canada. Moderator: Viola Robinson, Mi'kmaq Co-chair of the Canada/Nova Scotia/Mi'kmaq Tripartite Justice Committee.

	4:00-6:00pm
	Rights & Democracy Delegation in conjunction with Cinema Politica presents: Documentary Screening – Frontline’s Sex Slaves.

	6:00-7:00pm
	Dinner and Free Time

	Evening
	Free Evening, Suggestion- The Mount Allison Students Administrative Council presents: The Novaks and Sam Roberts in concert at Convocation Hall, doors open at 7:00pm.


	Saturday, March 11 


	Time
	Event Description

	9:00-9:30am
	Continental Breakfast at the President’s Cottage

	9:30-11:30am
	Session #2: Gender and Warfare. Moderator: Lauryn Oates, Rights & Democracy.

	11:30-12:30pm
	Keynote Address: Lauryn Oates, Rights and Democracy Program Officer for Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan, and the Women’s Rights in Afghanistan Fund (WRAF).

	12:30-1:30pm
	Lunch

	1:30-3:30pm
	Session #3: Reproductive Rights and Freedoms. Moderator: Carolina Crewe, Atlantic Centre of Excellence for Women’s Health.

	3:30-3:45pm
	Break

	3:45-5:30
	Policy Proposal and Follow-up Discussion

	6:00-8:00
	Banquet at the Olive Branch

	9:00pm
	Rights and Democracy’s Benefit Concert for Women on Waves at George’s Roadhouse featuring: Vetch, Jon McKiel, Peter Mansbridge and the CBC’s and many more!


